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The Good News 

“Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our lifetime;  therefore we must be 
saved by hope.  Nothing which is true or beautiful or good makes complete sense in 

any immediate context of history;  therefore we must be saved by faith. 
Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished alone; 

therefore we must be saved by love.” 
 ~Reinhold Niebuhr 

 
This quote from a quintessential theologian of the 20th Century has a lot to say to 
our current 21st Century context.  Navigating this current period in our history, 
we can be vulnerable to the baser instincts of fear, and to settle for less-than     
solutions that are superficial and serve more to make us feel better than actually 
address the deeper issues at hand. 
 Niebuhr was no Pollyanna, and he had a profound respect for the human 
capacity for mischief, especially when pursuing erstwhile benevolent goals.  Our 
source of hope, faith, and love is extra nos, or outside of us.  This why we need the 
Spirit, and the body of Christ, which is the Church.  By the influence of the Spirit 
and the influence of Christ in our relationships in the Church, we are brought 
along.  And we have physical reminders that we join with a host of saints and   
angels who lived before us in the same works of hope, faith and love, and one day, 
we will place the fabric strands of our struggles into the hands of those who will 
come after us. 
 Our baptism has bonded us with the church that first heard these words 
from long before the 20th Century, “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and                
patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another,        
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must                
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom” (Colossians 3:12-17) 
 

Peace;  peace; peace to you all. Peter  Kelley 
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╬ Ash Wednesday Service: March 6th 7:30 pm 
 
╬ Maundy Thursday Service:  April 18th 7:30 pm 
 
╬ Good Friday Services:   April 19th  
  
Informal service of meditation, silence & prayer 12 pm 
Informal service of meditation, song & prayer 7:30 pm 
 
╬ Easter Sunday Services:  April 21st 
  
Ecumenical dawn service at Founder Landing 6:30 am 
Worship Service in the sanctuary 10:00 am 

Lent is a time to draw nearer to 
Jesus.  Please join us in  these  

worship opportunities 
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“What Would Jesus Eat?” 
Lenten Bible Study  

March 14 through April 11 
(Join SALT for supper on March 21)  
“Eating and Drinking with Jesus:   

Table Manners for  
Peacemakers” will survey passages that feature Jesus and table 

fellowship, and his foundational challenges to  
popular religious and societal expectations for relationships. 

  
Meet for an optional soup and salad supper downstairs at 6:00 

PM; Bible Study in the Old Manse begins by 7: 00 PM.   
Sign up in the Lobby of the C.E. Wing of the Church. 

 
Wednesdays of Lent 2019 

Greenport Ecumenical Ministries –  
11:00 AM Prayer Services 

 
March 13 – First Presbyterian 

Church, Southold 
March 20 – St. Agnes R.C. Church, Greenport 

March 27 – Orient Congregational Church 
April 3 – St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

April 10 – Clinton Memorial AME Zion Church, Greenport 
April 17 – Holy Week Seder Service 
Tifereth Israel Synagogue, Greenport 

 
A light lunch is provided after the Service in the Church Hall.  
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 ORGAN REPAIRS 
 

The organ that is in the sanctuary has 
also been kept in great condition and 
if it had to be replaced for some    
reason it would cost more than 
$500,000.00 an astounding sum! 
 
When organ tuner Doug McKeever 
was here in December to tune the 
organ, one of his jobs in addition to 
tuning the organ is to lubricate 
the blower and motor.   At that time 
he found that a bearing on the       
motor was starting to give out.   What 
this means is that the motor at 

some point will stop.   We have been lucky that it is still working.   Doug is a repre-
sentative of the Foley Baker organ company and I have worked with him several 
times before coming to Southold.   He has worked and tuned this organ for some 
time and I trust him implicitly.   Foley Baker is considered to be one of the best of 
organ repair companies. 
 
Doug has finally found a new blower and motor with enclosure that would fit thru the 
opening.  The problem, all the prices hovered around $10,000.  I feel the best       
solution is to go with the new blower and motor and a deposit has been sent to 
move ahead.   Also, when the new blower and motor arrive the electric in the     
basement to the organ will need to be replaced (additional cost).   The wiring is quite 
old and when I spoke to our electrician he said the electric should be replaced     
regardless of what we do, as it is quite old 
 
This may be a shocking amount of money to fix the problem but something has to 
be done eventually.   If there are any who would like to make a donation to help with 
the repair would you please speak with Rev. Peter.   This donation will help correct a 
problem that most will never see but you will know that you have truly helped 
with what is needed to help Southold First Presbyterian Church and its music       
ministry. 
 
If anyone would like to take a tour please see George Moravek.  It is quite            
interesting to see this area in the basement and also understand what is involved.  
 
The Session was consulted after the problem was discovered and have been       
informed of each step of the process.     

Respectfully George Moravek  
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Taking Care of our Facilities 
Matching Grant 

  
Our buildings and their electrical, plumbing, heating and cooling systems are critical 
for the missions and ministries our congregation accomplishes for its members, our 
community and the world. Think church suppers, homeless programs, children and 
youth events, work with homebound members and friends, and the many fund-
raising activities that support a global, as well as local mission. As responsible 
stewards, we continually monitor our buildings, and we know they are due for some 
major qualitative improvements.  Our goal is to deliver healthy and up-to-date     
facilities to the next generation so that our congregation can confidently continue 
their important work without the worry of unforeseen financial burdens. We must 
carry on the legacy of faithful stewardship of our facilities that were handed down to 
us, first from God, and then from the faithful members who came before us. 
  
 Recently our church accepted a $3,500 matching grant check from the  
New York Landmarks Conservancy, a private agency, to begin the important job of 

restoring our steeple. For 
this project, the grant will 
help pay for engineering 
evaluations and designs. 
Our next task is to obtain 
another matching grant that 
will fund the actual steeple 
restoration. This is just the 

first of many requirements we foresee to maintain and repair our 
facilities. In addition, we also need some improvements and 
modernizations, such as emergency power, accessibility,     
comfort, and energy efficiency. Rest assured, each and every 
requirement will be thoroughly evaluated and vetted before   
making it to any actual list of needs.  
  
A thought: When we praise the Lord, accept His many blessings, and carry out our 
work in His name, the Lord will carry our work on forever, and our job here will be 
rightly done. 
  
And a prayer: Lord, when I work, please help me understand that I am able to work 
because of the strength and confidence You give me and that my work is Your 
work and I will strive to fulfill Your word through what I do. That is satisfaction 
enough. Amen.   

 
Contact Jim Baker  opajim@optonline.net Building and Grounds Chairperson.   
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JUNIATA COLLEGE Choir will be returning for 
their 20th year 

March 23rd 2019 
  

Concert begins at 
8:oo pm 

You will not want to miss 
their  

unforgettable music! 

Music Notes! 
The choir has been singing every Sunday since September and 
has had excellent response from the congregation.  The choir is 
talented and dedicated and I love working with them.   Our    
anthems are lively and usually anthems that were recently     
written that aligns more with the music of today.   We are   

building numbers in the choir and hope that more will join us in our efforts.   
Anyone that would like to sing for the Easter season is welcome to join for that 
time.   This summer the choir will take a break and we will again try to have 
youth solos for the special music as we did last summer.  

 
The handbell choir has started rehearsals and will be playing on 
a regular basis for church services.  Anyone that would like to 
help in this area should just talk to Mary or George.  
 

I would like all the above music groups to grow in numbers and this can hap-
pen if more will make a short sacrifice of  their time and talent.  

And yes, everyone has talent! 
 
Getting feedback is important to me and I hope that the       
congregation will feel free to tell me how I can better serve the 
church.  Thanks  George 
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Special Offerings 
 Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, Our Christmas Joy Offering brought in 
$3.069.62!  $862 was from the Cookie Walk and $2,173.62 from the envelopes.  These Christmas 
Joy Offering funds provide assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need,  
and also aid in developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color. 
 The next Special Offering will be the One Great Hour of Sharing or OGHS.  We will take 
this offering on March 31st so be on the lookout for a mailing, bulletin inserts and a Moment for 
Mission.  The funds from this offering help the Presbyterian Church USA , provide relief to those 
affected by natural disasters, provide food for the hungry and help to empower the poor and        
oppressed. Thank you in advance for your giving.  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast 
 The committee continues to support the Annual Martin Luther King Memorial Breakfast 
Celebration, sponsored by the First Baptist Church of Riverhead and held in a venue “up island” 
a.k.a, west of Riverhead! We took out an ad in the commemorative journal and purchased a table.  
The members of the congregation who made the trip on the icy January morning reported how    
moving the event was and were grateful to have been a part of such an important celebration.  

Continued Support for our Friends in Puerto Rico 
 Using funds from a bequest, the committee has sent support to the church in Salinas Puerto 
Rico, the location of the church’s summer 2018 Mission Trip. These monies will pour directly into 
building projects and aid for people and families still in desperate need as they struggle to            
recover  from the devastation brought by Hurricane Maria. 

Mission Committee Meetings-Join us! 
 The Mission Committee usually meets at 7pm on the first Tuesday of each month.  If you’d 
like to help us with our projects or just learn more about what we do, please come, one and all.  We 
would love to have you! If you have questions or want to be added to our email list, contact Liz 
Burns @ ehburns@optonline.net.  

Attention  
all knitters and crocheters -  

we are out of prayer shawls!  All of our shawls have 
found good homes and we need to replenish our stock.   
Please contact Lois Ross at ljross@optonline.net if you 

have any questions.  Need yarn?  Need patterns? Have suggestions for other  
projects?  Want to set up a meeting?  Send me a message! 

Peace and love,  Lois Ross 

mailto:ljross@optonline.net
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Winter Retreat 2019 

 

With the enjoyment experienced during last year’s    
winter retreat still fresh in both mine and my children’s 
mind, the opportunity to once again partake in a relax-
ing, faith-filled weekend at the Presbyterian Center at 
Holmes, NY was too great to miss. As we loaded the car 
Friday afternoon in preparation for our mini weekend 
trip upstate, it was exalting to observe the sheer joy and 
anticipation on my children’s faces. As I’ve come to wit-
ness, it is particularly special when faith is the premise 
by which we collectively come together to create unique 
experiences and share enjoyment. Our weekend at the 
Presbyterian Center at Holmes, NY didn’t disappoint 
and truly personified faith formation at its best. 
 
Attended by over thirty of our fellow church and      
community members, our annual winter retreat at 
Holmes, NY provided the perfect venue to strengthen 

our faith in Christ, enhance relationships with family and friends and cultivate fresh 
bonds with those new to our lives. Hyperbole aside, it was amazing to witness the          
familial togetherness demonstrated by the entirety of the group. We cooked together, 
cleaned together, looked after each other’s children, ate our meals together, engaged 
each other in conversation and, most importantly, worshipped together. Our weekend at 
the Presbyterian Center truly served to unite us as one family under Christ.  

The many joyful moments our members shared during the retreat, too many to 
capture in this short commentary, have undoubtedly been passed on through our        
congregation via word of mouth and will hopefully serve to encourage those who 
missed this year’s event to join us next year! Until then, God bless—Charlie Barkley  
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               Upcoming Events: 
S.A.L.T—Sharing And Learning Together K to 6th grade 
 A VBS like event which ends with a family supper.  The third 
Thursday of the month next date is March 21st. 
 
Youth Invitational Choir—All children are welcome.  Rehearsals are 
Wednesday at 4:00 pm.  They will sing one Sunday a month at the   wor-
ship service 
 
Youth Group Unicef Fast—April 5th - 7th  
 The participants go without food for 30 hours while continuing to 
complete tasks.  To experience what it truly means to be hungry. 
 

Youth Summer Mission Trip   
June 30th to July 7th 
At the Pilgramage Washington DC:   
 
During a stay, a Pilgrimage group will 
participate in service, learning through 
organizations serving the working poor, 
homeless, and     hungry in Washington, 
D.C. Also essential to a Pilgrimage trip 
is integrating those experiences through 

workshops, Bible studies, and debriefings that use experiential methods 
as the means of getting justice "under our skin." The "action-reflection-
model" of learning is deeply rooted in the "ways" of The Pilgrimage and 
at the core of any Pilgrimage group's experience.  
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Transitions  
 

Our sympathy to our families and friends who 
have lost loved ones. 
 

To Caroline MacArthur and family on the passing of 
her mother Dorothy Penny on January 25th. 
 
To the family of Eleanor “Pat” Hamilton or her  
passing February 18th. 

 In January and February  4 families,  who have all experienced 
tragedies and hardship,  have been able to pay rent, utilities, medical bills 
and move forward in their lives thanks to your incredible kindness.  
 
 In addition, 3 baskets and $75 in gift cards have already been     
delivered to Sober Houses. 
 
 Flowers and visitations to the homebound have been going well 
and are so very welcome and appreciated. 
 

Thanks to your generosity we expect to have a busy 2019.  
THANK YOU!!! 

 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT ALL THINGS FPC 
SOUTHOLD?  SEND US YOUR EMAIL AND WE WILL ADD YOU 
TO OUR WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST.  YOU CAN LOOK FOR IT IN 

YOUR IN BOX ON SATURDAY MORNINGS.   CALL THE CHURCH 
OFFICE OR SEND US AN EMAIL AT 

FPCSOUTHOLD@OPTONLINE.NET.  DO NOT  
FORGET TO CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE AT FPCSOUTHOLD.ORG.  
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Prayer Concerns  

The people listed here have been on our prayer list this month.  Let us remember 
them in our personal prayers.  

Aiden Fraser 
Allyn Mowbray 
Andrew Hall – Ellie Hall’s Nephew Andrew 
Leys – Batterman’s son-in-law  
Annette Ray 
Baby Sawyer Hines 
Betty M. – Ellie Hall’s sister-in law  
Bill Thompson 
Bob White Jr. 
Bob and Audre’ Allen Pedersen 
Bob Kroepel 
Brad Keene – J.  Batterman’s friend  
Capt. Bill Goggins, Jr. US Marine Corp. –
Afganistan 
Carol Taplin 
Carol Ostwald –Joan Mathie sister  
Cheryl Sidor Nickles 
Craig Willliams - John Nickles friend 
Dale and Pete DeCastro – J. Batterman’s friend  
Dan Schuy 
Daisy Finne 
David & Susan Dingle 
Dylan Newman 
Elsie Balacich 
Jackie Baker 
James Wolff 
Janet Porcher & Her Sister, Pat – J. Batterman’s 
friend  
Jean Lepre 
Jeannette Schibe – Culver/Bennett Family friend 
Jeff Hagerman 
Jill Fox - Linda Fasbach’s sister 
John Nickles 
Jean Jacob’s Daughters 
Joan Ahlsen 
Joe Cheropowich – Marion Latham’s Friend  
Kathy Taplin – Carol Taplin’s daughter-in-law 
Karen Cronan – Deborah Guha Cousin 
Keri Stromski - Rene’ Suprina’s friend 
Laura Cline - Kathy Gaffga’s sister-in-law 
Linda Berger 
Jane Reilly’s family    

Maggie Duval – Linda Fasbach’ Granddaughter  
Marie Merkel – sister of Joe Merkel 
Maggie McGoven – Linda Fasbach’s friend  
Mary Beth Maloney – Friend of Alice Culver 
Mary Clay – Friend of Kathy Chagnon 
Mary Elizabeth Bohr 
Mary Boyle 
Michael Doherty – Janet Dickerson’s nephew 
Nancy Gorra – John Nickles friend 
Pam Petty Thompson – Verna Fitzpatrick’s 
cousin  
Patrick Carroll - Dawn Nish’s father  
Pauline Griffin – friend of Dee Nelson 
Richard Faulk 
George Sullivan 
Sal Antonucci - John Nickles friend 
Scott &Maggie Brannon –Heather Lee’s friend 
Shannon – Val Gatz’s friend  
Shirley Keifer and Ed Sepko – Linda Fashbach’s 
friends  
Steve Holtz & Family – Jay Batterman’s 
cousin’s family 
Timothy Hough – Co-worker of Jay Batterman  
Travis and Ken Semcken – Amy Doering’s  
family  
Trish Baker Faro – sister of Jim Baker 
Verna Fitzpatrick  
Virginia Horn – Jay Batterman’s friend  
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First Presbyterian Church of Southold 

P.O. Box 787 
Southold, New York 11971 
 
Phone: 631-765-2597 
Fax: 631-765-9109 
 

Email: 
 Rev. Dr. Kelley    peterkelley@gmail.com 
 Church Office    -  fpcsouthold@optonline.net 
 Good News Articles fpcgoodnews@gmail.com See you on Sunday! 

Visit us on the web at  
www.fpcsouthold.org 

We rejoice in the variety of talents, experience and concerns each individual 
brings to this congregation through the Holy Spirit.  We will gain strength from 
this diversity as we strive to be nurturing, relevant, and vibrant disciples of Jesus Christ.  


