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The Good News 

According to a recent article published by the 
Pew Research Center on Religion and Public 
Life, half of all Americans have searched for a 
new church at least one point in their lives, 
most commonly because they have moved.  
And when they search for a new house of 
worship, a new Pew Research Center study 
shows,  Americans look first and foremost for 
a place where they like the preaching and the 
tone set by the congregation’s leaders. 
Perhaps as a result of the value they place on 
good sermons, church leadership and the 
style of worship services, many people – even 
in this age of technology – find there is no 
substitute for face-to-face interaction when 

seeking information about a new religious home. 
This holds important implications for us on the North Fork.  Compared to communities 
in Suffolk County, mobility on the North Fork is relatively minimal.  That means people 
move less often, and if the research holds true, they will search only once for a new house 
of worship.  The visitor we see once or twice in a month may be in that optimal window 
that will influence whether they “stay or leave.”  Fortunately, our Presbyterian tradition 
of placing a high priority on preaching and our form of government means that most of 
the time visitors will experience a half way decent sermon, and they will observe trans-
parency in who our leaders are and what they do.  Perhaps the most telling dimension of 
the research indicates that  despite the widespread use of technology, especially during 
the search for a new congregation, face-to-face interaction still scores high on the list of 
priorities for folks  deciding on a new congregation. 
The quality of our relationships, and our willingness to engage strangers still influences 
who decides to come back.  And we all know it comes down to the small things.  An      
invitation to come to fellowship time, a friendly look while shuffling over to make room in 
your pew, an extended hand of peace to someone standing cold and still during Passing of 
the Peace, etc., can all be the turning point for someone wondering if this is the place for 
them to continue or start their faith  journey.  As we seek solace in the reality that “the 
only constant in life is change,” we can take comfort that the everlasting God walks with 
us in our journey in and through our church home;  and may our doors always swing 
wide with a hearty welcome from the heart of Christ.  

Yours in Christ, Peter Kelley 
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MEET GEORGE MORAVEK 
 
Starting in June you will notice 
something different during    
Sunday Worship.  
George Moravek will be taking 
over the pipes, keyboard, and 
the pedals at our church organ 
from our long-time organist, 
Kim Palermo-Bogardus who is 
retiring. 
 George is no newcomer 
to playing church organs having 
first played at his church in     
Nebraska when he was 16 years 
old.  After graduating from   

Nebraska Wesleyan University and having attended a few Broadway shows, 
George decided to move east where he began teaching music in the 
Patchogue School District and then moved on to Riverhead Public Schools. 
While at Riverhead, George and a few other teachers started a theater group 
which he was active in for many years until his retirement. 
 Upon retiring George moved to Savannah, Georgia, where he lived 
for eight years, but missing Long Island and friends he returned to the East 
End.  Since his return George has been instrumental in forming the 
Jamesport Meeting House Chorus which recently held a performance at   
Peconic Landing. He has also been subbing as an organist at local church’s. 
“I sent letters to all the churches on the North Fork because that’s where I 
want to be,” George said. FPC contacted George and after a few interviews, 
the deal was sealed. 
 Asked what he would like to see at FPC. He said, “I would like to sit 
down with Mary (Mraz) to talk about different ideas. I’d like to get the choir 
going on a regular basis. The youth really need to be involved and I already 
have a cellist, two singers and two piano players lined up to play over the 
summer.” 
 George added, “I believe music is vital in church and is my 
connection to God. I like to have fun and I think church service should be 
exciting, real, and fun.” 
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We shared a wonderful pot luck  
supper with our friend Ola Boswell 

the executive director of Deep Roots 
at Clairvaux Farms. 

 
She thanked us for all that we give 
to the efforts of her mission:  Time 
talent and treasure.  Ola Spoke of 

how meaningful  and life changing 
the generosity love and prayers from 

our congregation is.  
 

Her visit was an inspiration to many.   
| 

Thank you Ola for all you do! 

 
The Southold Presbyterian Women will be 

collecting items for their barn sales on 
Tuesdays from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  

Volunteers are needed and welcome to 
help sort and price items. Please come to 
the barn on Tuesdays. Help is also needed 
on the day of the sale. The next sale will 
be held June 30th. Contact Dot Martin 
with any questions at 631-765-3159 
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Here are a few comments and pictures from April’s Mindfulness Series 
 
“John Ross was so informative, kind and easy to follow. It was fantastic.”  “I Appreciated the su-
per expressive vibrations of our leader.”  “I liked the explanations of Qi Gong andTai Chi, the 
poem, the great materials provided. The relaxation.” Twenty two participants attended the second 
Mindfulness Program which is being coordinated by Melissa Hyatt. 
 “We want to create opportunities for community members and parishioners to  
participate in spritual gatherings that don’t have to happen on Sunday at 10 am.. By offering vari-
ous workshops incorporating meditation, move-
ments, the arts, and well being for mind, body and 
soul.  We hope participant’s find a new skill, new 
friends, and a sense of peace in this busy, over-
stimulating world,” said Melissa. 
Three workshops were offered at the April       
gathering. Qi Gong and Tai Chi was led by  
Denise Gillies. This session focused on the heal-
ing effects of ancient Chinese health  
practices through moving meditation. 

 John Ross, who held a “Spiritual  
Cooking” class at the first Mindfulness Series in 
January, brought his talents back again for the April 
session. John and his group prepared the earliest 
meals mentioned in the Bible such as flatbreads. 
 Rounding out the workshop roster was  
Courtney Hall who held a workshop on “Tools and 
Herbs To Enhance” which offered techniques to 
relax the nervous system through breathing, listen-
ing and “owl eyes”.  Participants discovered how 
herbs can aid them in feeling more centered, 

 Reverend Peter Kelley commented, 
“There were more people here this time that 
aren’t church   members. It’s good to see that.” 
 Plans are to run the series quarterly. 
The cost is $20 per session.  Transportation, 
scholarships and childcare are available on  
request. Contact the church at 631-765-2597 
for information about the next series. 
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   Keeping our Church and  
  Cemetery Gardens Beautiful! 

.  
 
 
 

A huge and heartfelt Thank you to all who participated in the  
beautification of our gardens!  Your talents are truly a blessing! 

 

FELLOWSHIP WHILE  
SERVING OTHERS. 

 
Maureens’s Haven ended in 

March and the Tuesday 
Night Community  

Suppers have begun.   
Contact Carol  DeLong  to 
learn about ways in which 

you can share in this  
ministry. 

 



 

 

The Good News                              Volume 61, Issue  3

 

 
Sundays: 9:00 am Bible talk in the manse 
  10:00 am Worship 
  11:00 am Fellowship 
  6:30 pm Sunset Devotions at McCabe’s Beach  
  July 22nd through August 26th.  
 
Mondays: 5:30 pm Zumba 
  7:00 pm AA Manse 
  8:45 am August 6th VBS  
 
Tuesdays 10:00 am Prayer Group 
  12:30 pm AA Manse 
  10:00 am to 2:00 pm July 3rd Youth Group Car Wash 
  8:45 am August 7th VBS  
  6:00 pm Community Supper  
  May 22 through September 25th 
 
Wednesdays  
  7:30 pm AA 
  8:45 am August 8th VBS  
 
Thursdays 8:45 am August 9th VBS  
 
Fridays 6:00 pm Overeaters Anon 
  8:45 am August 10th VBS  
 
Saturdays 10:30 am AA 
 

 
To keep up with our active Church Calendar check out our website at 

www.fpsouthold.org., or join us on Facebook.  You can always email us at 
fpcsouthold@optonline.net or give us a call 631-765-2597. 

We want to connect with you!. 
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There is Fun in Fundraising! 
 

The Time & Talent auction  raised over $4,000.00!  Thank you to 
everyone who donated their time and talent, and to those who 

used their  treasure to purchase a one of a kind gift! 
 

The Golf outing raised $19,000.00!  It was a beautiful day to play 
a round of golf and enjoy a barbecue style luncheon! 

 
The knockout pool was unique and  silent auction offered many 

gifts from our community.  
 

We can not offer enough Thanks. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
AUGUST 6TH-10TH 

 
Registration forms for participants, crew leaders and volunteers are 
available on our website www.fpcsouthold.org or contact the church 

office at 631-765-2597 or fpcsouthold@optonline.net. 
 

Your help is always welcome and is an unforgettable opportunity to 
have some fun celebrating Jesus with our youth. 

Please consider offering your talents for one day.  The program begins 
at 8:30 and ends around noon.   

Contact the church office to learn more about how you can be a part of 
this amazing event.  

. 
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Success and 
then Some! 

 
We blew the top 

off the  
Thermometer! 

 
The fundraising 

efforts for the 
youth work trip to 
Ponce Puerto Rico 

has been a huge 
success.  Thank 
you to everyone 
for your help!   

 
 

There is still work 
to be done so 

please come out 
for the car wash  

Tuesday July 3rd. 
10am to 2:00 pm 
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The Committee on Local Arrangements (COLA) has commissioned Mary Louise 

Bringle to write a hymn text for General Assembly 223. The new hymn Draw the 
Welcome Circle Wider incorporates the GA’s theme “Renewing the  

Vision:   Kingdom Building for the Twenty-first Century” 
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Transitions 
Please let the church office know of any transitions or life changing events that effect 

our church family. 
 

We send condolences to the families of: 
  Ray Mathie on his passing May 1st. 
  And Alma Mihalik on her passing May 20, 2018 

We celebrate the births of  
Cashel James McClymen born May 18th to Anna McGinness McClymen and Andrew 

McClymen.  Proud Grandparenets are Linda and Miike McGinness. 
Great Grandmother Annette Ray. 

 
Lucas Rey Cornier born May 8th to parents Mary and Alex Cornier.  Proud  

Grandparents are Walter and Linell Gaipa. 
 

We rejoice in the Baptism of:   
Cole Van Duzer Son of Jesse and Stacey Van Duzer 

 
We wish Kim Palermo Bogardus many blessings as she transitions on a 

new life journey! 

Many members of the music ministry joined together to share their      
talents and offer a rendition of a song Commissioned for Kim. 

How Can I Keep From Singing. 
THANK YOU KIM YOU WILL BE MISSED! 



 

 

The Good News                              Volume 61, Issue  3

Non-Profit  
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

 
PAID 

 
Permit No. 31 

Southold, NY 11971 

First Presbyterian Church of Southold 

P.O. Box 787 
Southold, New York 11971 
 
Phone: 631-765-2597 
Fax: 631-765-9109 
 

Email: 
 Rev. Dr. Kelley    peterkelley@gmail.com 
 Church Office    -  fpcsouthold@optonline.net 
 Good News Articles fpcgoodnews@gmail.com See you on Sunday! 

Visit us on the web at  
www.fpcsouthold.org 

We rejoice in the variety of talents, experience and concerns each individual 
brings to this congregation through the Holy Spirit.  We will gain strength from 
this diversity as we strive to be nurturing, relevant, and vibrant disciples of Jesus Christ.  


