
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

First Presbyterian Church 

Southold, New York 

December 24, 2018 

   8:00 PM 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Tower Bells 

Musical Meditation               Hark the Herald Angels Sing Raney              

                   

          WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

The Gathering 

Prelude         Gloria Deo         Althouse 

Lighting of the Advent & Christ Candles                            

*The Call To Worship  

One:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

All:  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him. 

One:  In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

All:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

One:  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

All: And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

 the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

*Hymn                       “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing” No. 31 

Prayer of Confession (Please be seated) 

Almighty God, who sent a star to guide us to the holy child Jesus:  we confess that we have not followed 

the light of your word.  We have not searched for signs of your love in the world, or trusted good news to 

be good.  We have failed to praise your son’s birth, and refused his peace on earth.  We have expected 

little, and hoped for less.  Forgive our doubt, and renew in us all fine desires, so we may watch and wait 

and once more hear the glad story of our savior, Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Assurance Of Pardon 

*Gloria Patri    (Hymn #579) 

 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

Lesson    Isaiah 9: 2-7 

*Hymn  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                    No. 28 

Lesson    Titus 2: 11-14 

Anthem   Still, Still, Still                        Luboff 

Lesson    Luke 2: 1-7 
 

*Hymn   “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”        No. 38 

 

The Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory   I Wonder as I Wander              Niles 

    Sara Austin 

*Doxology And Prayer of Dedication 

Lesson   Luke 2: 8-20 

Anthem  On A Silent Night         Althouse 

Sermon Title:    “It’s About Time”  The  Rev. Dr. Peter Kelley 

 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 

*Hymn   “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”                      No. 5 



*Affirmation Of Faith (In Unison) 

I believe in Jesus Christ, and in the beauty of the gospel that began in Bethlehem.  I believe in him whose spirit glorified 

a little town; of whose coming only shepherds saw the sign and for whom the crowded inn could find no room.  I 

believe in him whom the kings of the earth ignore and the proud can never understand; whose paths are among the 

common people, whose welcome comes from those of hungry hearts.  I believe in him who proclaims the love of God 

to be invincible; whose cradle was a mother’s arms, whose home in Nazareth had love for its only wealth, who looked 

at others and made them see what his love saw in them; who by his love brought sinners back to wholeness, and lifted 

human weakness up to meet the strength of God.  I confess our everlasting need of God.  The need of life for empty 

souls, the need of love for hearts grown cold.  I acknowledge the glory of all that is like Christ:  The steadfastness of 

friends, the blessedness of homes, the beauty of compassion, the miracle of many hearts made kind, and the courage of 

those who dare to resist all obsession, hate and war.  I believe that only by love expressed shall the earth at length be 

healed and made whole.  And I acknowledge in Christ a faith that sees beyond the partial fact, a trust in life redeemed 

that looks beyond our present evil; and I pray that this redemption may begin in us. Amen. 

Evening Prayer 

   GO FORTH TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME 

Lighting Christmas Candles            

(The minister and ushers will light their candles from the Christ Candle; you are asked to pass the light to your 

neighbor by tipping only the unlit candle.) 

 

*Hymn                              “Silent Night, Holy Night”           (see below)               No. 60  

After the hymn blow easily on the candles.  Hold them upright until the wax is firm and place in 

the box in the rear of sanctuary.  Thank you! 

*Charge and Benediction 

Postlude                               

    *(Those who are able may stand.) 

Liturgist:   

Music Team:  George Moravek and Mary Mraz 

Ushers:   Faith Finne and Betty Kiernan   

Greeters:  Charlie and Isabel Barkley 

 

The Church Office will be closed until Thursday.  Any emergencies please call the church office and leave a 

message on the answering machine, and we will return your call as soon as possible. 

Silent Night 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child!  Holy infant so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight, Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth 

 

Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous star, lend thy light;  

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

The Members of the Church Staff are grateful to you for your many greetings and remembrances at the Christmas 

Season and wish for each of you health, happiness and God’s richest blessing for the New Year. 

 
Offering Envelopes for 2019 are available in the Church Office.  Please note numbers have changed.  If you do not find 

yours please let us know or if you have never had envelopes and would like them please let the office know.  Thank you! 


