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The Good News 

 There’s a reason why the book of Joshua repeatedly mentions the details 
around the crossing of the Jordan river into Jericho, and it’s not because they for-
got they’d already mentioned it.  “Crossing” into the promised land became an       
important ritual and metaphoric symbol for the people of Israel (Joshua 3:7-4:7).  
We extend that “crossing” into our ritual of Baptism as we are spiritually             
delivered from darkness and transferred into the Kingdom of Christ. (Check out 
Romans 6:3-4)  
 We experience crossings all of the time, even if our current social context 
does not always afford opportunities to take time to recognize and reflect on them. 
The current season includes a crossing over from alienation to incarnation, God 
with us.  We will be crossing over into a new year soon, as are the experiences of 
birth, and death.  The earth, soil, trees, air and water cross from one season to the 
next.  There are other, more subtle but no less important crossings.  As we age, we 
let go of one era of life and embrace something new;  as we work to achieve a 
goal or a dream we cross over into completion and dreaming of the next;  as we 
seek to heal from any sort of wound, we cross over from awareness of pain to 
awareness of wholeness. 
 What sort of crossings has God placed before you lately?  It is a healthy 
process of life and faith to pause and take time to list and reflect on the particular      
crossings we face in given moments.  What would you list as a few of the major  
crossings you are currently involved with in your life?  How have you experi-
enced the presence or strength of God?  Has it seemed at times as if God is distant 
while you navigate this crossing?  How have your relationships been affected? 
One of the gifts of a church community is the ability to share and relate and learn 
with one another as we pass through this life.  More often than not we will collide 
with the grace of Christ, offered to another, or given to us.  Awareness of God’s 
grace can make every crossing more gentle, and full.  May we experience grace as 
we kindly help each other on our journeys! 

Merry Christmas!  Peter Kelley 
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 Christmas Celebrations Schedule 
 

 Saturday December 15th 
Family Potluck and Movie Night 

Dinner at 6:00 Movie at 6:45 
 

 Sunday, December 16th at 4:00  
Christmas Caroling meet at Church 

 
* Sunday, December 23rd in Worship –  

   "Camel Lot" Christmas Pageant,   
    followed by the Annual Cookie Walk 

 
* Monday, December 24th –  

   4:00 PM Family Christmas Eve Worship; 
   8:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Wor-

ship 
 

 Tuesday, December 25th at 4:00 PM 
Christmas Dinner 

 Reservations are now being accepted 
 

* Sunday, December 30 at 10:00 AM  
   "6th Day of Christmas Worship" 
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30 Thanksgiving baskets were assembled 
and delivered to local families in need.   
 
19 gifts of personal items were sent to the 
sober house for those beginning a new stage 
in their lives. 
 
25 care packages went  to college students 
and those who are serving in the military. 
 

 The Cookie walk is scheduled for 
Sunday December 23rd after the Christmas 
Pageant.  Come out and support the deacons 
and get the added bonus of a tasty snack! 
  
 Prayer shawls and Advent devotional booklets are being delivered 
to the home bound before Christmas.   
 

 Did you know that the Casserole Club delivers 
10 home cooked meals to our friends in the Communi-
ty? They welcome a warm meal and love from us every 
Thursday . We are looking for help cooking these din-
ners.  Our cooks prepare about 3or4 meals a year- per-
haps you can contribute one meal a year or  team up 
with someone . whatever you feel moved to do..  If you 
feel the Spirit calling please contact the Church office 



 

 

The Good News                              Volume 61, Issue  4

 
 
 
The Youth Group Food 
Drive was a huge success.  
They collected enough food 
and donations to fill 30  
baskets! 
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Christmas Gifts for Families at 
Deep Roots at Clairvaux Farm. 

 
A homeless shelter for children and families in Earlville Maryland, 

Deep Roots strives to break the generational cycle of homelessness. The 
program encourages children and their parents to envision a brighter fu-
ture, to sustain healthy relationships, and to navigate a course towards 

personal and social responsibility. 
Visit their website at https://deeprootsinc.org/ 

  
Members of the youth group and congregation came together to 

Purchase, wrap and deliver gifts to fulfill the Christmas wish lists of 
families residing at Clairvaux. 
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Family Pot luck and Movie Night 
Has been a huge success. 

The next date is December 15th 
Supper is at 6:00 the movie starts at 6:45 

This months movie is ELF 
 

Did you know we send Weekly email blasts to 
keep everyone super current on the happenings 

here at FPC.  Please make sure your email address 
is up to date with us so we can keep you in the 

know.  Contact the church office. 
 

Donations are now being received for Christmas Flower Memorials.  
Send contributions to the Church Office with the name of the Donor 
as well as the name(s) of the person(s) in whose honor/memory the 

gift is given.  Donations must be received before  December 19th  

 
JUNIATA COLLEGE Choir will be 

returning for their 20th year 
March 23rd 2019 

We are planning a big Celebration. 
 

Host families are needed. . .  Sign up today in the church office. 
(Host families are asked to bring students home following the Concert –  

give them a snack and a bed to sleep in  
 Sunday morning breakfast and back to church by 9:45 am.) 

We will be looking for additional homes to house the young people as 
some alumni are planning to attend. 

 



 

 

The Good News Volume 61, Issue  4 

 

Stewardship at FPC 
What do all these beautiful symbols represent?   

They represent the many mission and ministry activities in and through the congregation 
and the many ways Christ is shared.  None of this is possible where it not for you! 

Thank you 
Red Crosses – adults in worship on a recent Sunday 
Light Blue Crosses – children in worship on a recent Sunday 
Dark Blue Crosses – recent inpatient attendees for the Quannacut         
Spiritual Offering at Eastern Long Island Hospital 
Yellow Crosses – participants in Music Ministry 
Red Bibles – Children in Sunday Morning Faith Formation 
Green Bibles – Participants in Sunday Morning Bible Talk 
Orange Bibles – Recent Participants in Financial Peace University 
Blue Bibles – Participants in last summer’s Vacation Bible School 
Green Stars – Homebound members attended by the Deacons 
Orangs Stars – Casserole Club recipients 
Blue Stars – Participants in Mindfulness Seminars 
Yellow Stars – Attendees of Self Help Groups that meet in the Church – A.A., Al-anon, 

OA, Zumba etc… 
Orange Hearts – Mission to Midnight Run 
Green Hearts – Christmas Gifts to families at Clairvaux Farm in Maryland 
Blue Hearts – Weekly Guests at Maureen’s Haven 
Puerto Rican Flags – Participants who traveled to Puerto Rico to assist with hurricane 

recovery 
Green Fish – Community Supper Guests 
Dark Blue Fish – Participants in S.A.L.T Sharing and Learning Together 
Pink Fish – People served through rides by Eagles Wings 
Light Blue Fish – People served through Worship Wheels 
 

Paul said, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
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The advent Luncheon was great fun. 
Folks made advent wreaths to take home for their family 

advent celebrations. The sanctuary was 
beautifully adorned for Christmas!  A feast of chili and other 

goodies was an excellent reward for all. 

 
 
 

A thank you gift from  
the Family Service League for all our 

generosity .  We provided Thanksgiving 
baskets, and will provide Christmas 

gifts to fulfill wish lists for 
local families.  Leaves have sprouted on 

the giving tree in the narthex.  Please 
stop by and pluck one off!  
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Faith Formation Events 
January 25, 26, 27, 2019 

Enjoy the winter beauty of the  
Presbyterian Center at Holmes, NY 
from the comfort of a blazing wood 
burning stove;  take a short walk or a 
long hike on the many trails at 
Holmes;  learn to downhill ski or snow-
board at nearby Thunder Ridge Ski  
Area, or, simply accompany the group 
and watch the fun from the Ski Lodge. 

Prefer not to ski or snowboard? Then sled down some of the hills at 
the camp at Holmes;  bring along that book you’ve been wanting to 
dive into for so long. take a nice long Saturday to read, relax;  share 
good food and fun times with old friends and new ones  We arrive as 
carpools or individually anytime starting Friday afternoon, and we 
depart Holmes after an informal Sunday worship service and lunch 
together.  Information and Registration Forms are available in the 
Church Office and on the church website  [www.fpcsouthold.org]. 

 
 

   
   

               Upcoming Events: 
Next S.A.L.T. — December 20th 
 
Christmas Caroling-Sunday December 16th 4:00 pm. 
 
Midnight Run - February 8, 2019—Midnight Run is not a solution to  
homelessness. Their goal is to forge a bond between housed and homeless people 
by establishing a foundation of sharing and caring from which solutions may 
evolve. Through Midnight Run, volunteers come to see the homeless as real  
people, not a commodity. And homeless men and women learn that many  
mainstream adults and teenagers have commitments and concerns that go  
beyond their own lives and families. 
 

http://www.fpcsouthold.org


 

 

The Good News                              Volume 61, Issue  4

 

 

Transitions  
 
Baptisms:  Cole Alan Van Duzer infant son of 
Jesse & Stacy Woodhull Van Duzer on June 10. 
  John (Jack) Eugene Rumpler, V infant 
son of John & Megan Bundrick Rumpler IV on   
September 24. 
  Corey James Beasley infant son of 
Kevin and Stephanie Ruggles Beasley on  
November 11. 
 
 

New Members: On May 20 the following Confirmands were welcome into 
Church Membership: 
  Matthew Molnar, Maya Reilly, Camille Ramone. 
 
  On August 12 the following new members were received into 
Church Membership: 
  Charles and Isabel Barkley, Andy Cholakis and Lynne Washburn,  
Carolyn George, Adrianne Weber and Donald Henn 
 

Our sympathy to our families and friends who have lost loved ones. 
 

Deaths: Audrey Barnett on February 22  
  Shirley Darling on February 24 
  Ray Mathie on May 1 
  Alma Mihalik on May 20 
  Burt Mulholland on June 
  George DeLong on July 28 
  Mary Louise (Penny) Coyle on August 24 
  Beverly Oltmanns on August 25 
  Albert W. Albertson on September 16 
  William Price, Sr. on September 17 
  William Bogardus on November 24 
  Corinne Moore on December 9 
 
Genie Sime passed away in Pennsylvania on November 6, 2018.  A Memorial Service 
will be held in the Sanctuary on January 5, 2019 at 11 am. 
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Prayer Concerns  

The people listed here have been on our prayer list this month.  Let us remember 
them in our personal prayers.  

 

Aiden Fraser 
Bob Kroepel 
Allyn Mowbray 
Andrew Hall – Ellie Hall’s Nephew 
Andrew Leys – Batterman’s son-in-law  
Annette Ray 
Capt. Bill Goggins, Jr. US Marine Corp. 
Afganistan 
Carol Taplin 
Baby Sawyer Hines 
Bill Thompson 
Betty M. – Ellie Hall’s sister inlaw  
Bob White Jr. 
Bob and Audre’ Allen Pedersen 
Brad Keene – Jay Batterman’s friend  
Carol Ostwald –Joan Mathie sister  
Cheryl Sidor Nickles 
Corinne Moore 
Craig Willliams - John Nickles friend 
Dale and Pete DeCastro – Jay Batterman’s 
friend  
Dan Schuy 
David & Susan Dingle 
Dylan Newman 
Elsie Balacich 
Greg Pultz III – Jane Hulse’s grandson  
Jackie Baker 
James Wolff 
Janet Porcher & Her Sister, Pat – Jay Batter-
man’s friend  
Jean Lepre 
Jeannette Schibe – Culver/Bennett Family friend 
Jeff Hagerman 
Jill Fox - Linda Fasbach’s sister 
Jodie Jacobs & Donna Angevine –  
Jean Jacob’s Daughters 
John Nickles 
Joe Cheropowitz – Marion Latham’s Friend  
Kathy Taplin – Carol Taplin’s daughter-in-law 
Keri Stromski - Rene’ Suprina’s friend 
Laura Cline - Kathy Gaffga’s sister-in-law 

Linda Berger 
Littlejohn Family - Jane Reilly’s family    
Maggie Duval – Linda Fasbach’ Granddaughter  
Marie Merkel – sister of Joe Merkel 
Maggie McGoven – Linda Fasbach’s friend  
Mary Beth Maloney – Friend of Alice Culver 
Mary Clay – Friend of Kathy Chagnon 
Mary Elizabeth Bohr 
Nancy Gorra – John Nickles friend 
Pam Petty Thompson – Verna Fitzpatrick’s 
cousin  
Paul Farnham  
Patrick Carroll - Dawn Nish’s father  
Pauline Griffin – friend of Dee Nelson 
Richard Faulk 
George Sullivan 
Sal Antonucci - John Nickles friend 
Scott &Maggie Brannon –Heather Lee’s friend 
Shannon – Val Gatz’s friend  
Shirley Keifer and Ed Sepko – Linda Fashbach’s 
friends  
Timothy Hough – Co-worker of Jay Batterman  
Travis and Ken Semcken – Amy Doering’s  
family  
Trish Baker Faro – sister of Jim Baker 
Verna Fitzpatrick  
Virginia Horn – Jay Batterman’s friend 
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First Presbyterian Church of Southold 

P.O. Box 787 
Southold, New York 11971 
 
Phone: 631-765-2597 
Fax: 631-765-9109 
 

Email: 
 Rev. Dr. Kelley    peterkelley@gmail.com 
 Church Office    -  fpcsouthold@optonline.net 
 Good News Articles fpcgoodnews@gmail.com See you on Sunday! 

Visit us on the web at  
www.fpcsouthold.org 

We rejoice in the variety of talents, experience and concerns each individual 
brings to this congregation through the Holy Spirit.  We will gain strength from 
this diversity as we strive to be nurturing, relevant, and vibrant disciples of Jesus Christ.  


